records of Clitocybe splendoides H. E. Bigelow, a rare fungus belonging to the species group of the C. gibba type, associated with deciduous forests, especially beech forests, collected at three localities in Poland are described.
the Infundibuliformes �B i g e l o w 1��2� 11��. other mycologists assign it to the new section Gilvoideae Harmaja �s i n g e r 1���� 2��, 21�; c l é m e n ç o n 1��4� 3��. B o n �1���� 3�� and H o r a k �2��5� 1�6, 1���, for instance, place it in the section Clitocybe �= Infundibuliformes Fr.� with other species of the group C. gibba.
Selected deScriptionS� Bigelow, Beihefte nova Hedw. �2� 11�. 1��2; Bon, Doc. mycol. 13�51�� 14. 1��3; clémençon, Beihefte Z. mycol. 5� 3�. 1��4; schwöbel, Beiträge Kenn. Pilze mitteleuropas 1� �. 1��4; Bon, Doc. mycol. mémoire 4� 3�. 1���; urbonas, lietuvos grybai �/2� 33. 1���.
iconography: Bresadola 1�2�� 16�; Bon 1���� pl. 1a; schwöbel 1��4� �, abb. 1 �as C. splendens ss. Bresadola�; urbonas 1���� Vi. 4e-h.
many new rare and interesting species, including Clitocybe splendoides, were found during investigations on the genus Clitocybe.
morPHoloGical cHaractEristics
Pileus 3-� cm, plane, soon depressed, at last infundibuliform, margin straight or narrowly decurved, not striate, yellowish, oldest specimens beige-white, surface moist, context thin, whitish, odour present but undefined. Lamellae forked, intervenose, thin, narrow, up to 5 mm, crowded, white edges even and straight, somewhat undulate in age. stipe 3-6 cm long, apex �.5-1.� cm broad, straight, cylindrical, whitish, surface glabrous, base with whitish tomentum.
Dry specimens with sunset pileus, 1�D4 to 1�D6, 1�E6, and whitish stipe, 1�B1, 1�B2 �m a e r z , Pa u l 1�5��, lamellae seem slightly duller than stipe because of water-brown edges. in exsiccates pileus not staining deep chestnut brown or dark chocolate brown where treated with 5% KOH (see first specimens in colour illustration, Fig. 1� .
Hyphae of pileus cutis cylindric, 4.6-6.1 μm, of context 7.7-13.8 μm diam, hyaline in KoH, membranal and intracelular pigments present. cystidia absent. Basidia 20.4-28.1 × 4.1-6.1 μm, 4-spored rarely 1 or 2-spored. Spores 6.1-7.7 (8.2) × (2.8-) 3.1-4.3 μm, elipsoid to obovoid or pyriform, not amyloid (Fig. 2) .
rare in deciduous or mixed forest, on beech leaves. august to october. It was very difficult to find any information on the distribution of C. splendoides in Europe in the available literature. some data on the occurrence of this species were obtained in luxemburg �a n o n y m o u s 1���� ��1�, lithuania �u r b o n a s et al. 1��6� 1�; u r b o n a s 1���� 33� and Germany �s c h w ö b e l 1��4� ��. there are also reports on collections from Europe �without details, however� and the usa �B i g e l o w 1�6�, 1��2; B o n 1���; H o r a k 2��5�. B r e s a d o l a �1�2�� also reports this species from asia �siberia� and south africa.
the anatomy of the pileus is very uniform in the genus Clitocybe, therefore, as suggested by H a r m a j a �1�6�� 25�, only a detailed examination of the epidermis and subepidermis can help identify the species. the most reliable features are the shape and size of spores, the two being the most constant characters. Bigelow emphasized the lack of incrustation of pileipellis hyphae in C. spendoides, a feature that is present in C. gibba and other species of its complex. in my opinion this feature is of lesser importance and the observations of the Polish specimens lead me to believe that the shape and size of spores is the most significant character that distinguishes C. splendoides from closely related species. spores are mostly elongated, narrowly elliptical or elliptical, and very few are lacrimoid, similar to those of C.gibba but smaller.
species belonging to the C. gibba complex will be described in a separate publication where the differences between them will be discussed in detail. 
